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PRESERUING THE LEGACY
OF STRINGS AND DOLLS

With puppetry barely surviving the test of time in the modern world, meet Padmini Rangarajan, who is

trying to preserve this tradition by documenting their oral literature and compositions
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?;Jew acknowledge that Koyyve Sommsaicss or
kko Bc.frmia:a (wooder Sring pappetry)
also exists, ” she explains
Her dedication towards the =-irn:m:m

Apuurva Sridharan

narrating a beautiful story that leaves its
watchers spellbound, transporting them to
an era of kings and queens, battles fought and love
lost. Though not many will be able to connect to

B rightly coloured dolls attached to strings,
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Puppetry as a mediwim of expression has been
around from time immemorial. References to
marionettes can be found in the Bhagaz ad Gita,
and the Holy Bible. Rendition of | -
Ramayana and Mahabharata,
such as those by the Ammapuram
tribes in Andhra Pradesh, was
very common in the past. But
with time, this art form has gone
majorly unnoticed.

Padmini Rangarajan, however,
is on a mission. The 41-year-old,
who has a master’s degree in so-
cial work, is tryving to keep the art
of puppet-story narration alive,
at least in AP. The puppeteer usu-
ally depicts social causes, such as
sexual harassment, through dolis
and strings.

Padmini’s tryst with puppetry
began when her son was two-and-a-half-yvears-oid
“I was playing with him, and narrated a storx us-
ing a monkey and a man puppet that | had made
with paper mache and cloth. He, in furn, went to
his nursery teacher and told her that [ tell storjes
through puppetry The school called me to give per-
formances, thrice. | never thought I'd take pupp-

etry seriously,” she laughs. So how did she begin

tout “‘*r"sa upwn social issues? “T used to teach spo-
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ken English for adults at the Rama ‘—_"::.” 4y ol ~
using puppets One day a representative " _;_"5'::—-** e — Professor Chamie vy,
.‘-i.rz'_"_:‘.s_ Domestic Workers Movemant gof In -a= "‘“-ﬁez s fnd 2 place in e
touch with me, and asked me © make 2 presenta e shezk 2t accnornr wordd I 2 way thar
n for domestic helps. makmg them awer ‘—4::32'1121"3.' Trerned v perpEs T
SEDOCET maeress & Departane. Becas-

~: responSRlTEs SOr. | wRS I -
= & " - ~ Te S Jf‘”’m:ﬁlht



